NOTTINGHAMSHIRE Wildlife Trust

Worksop Local Members Group
“Bringing the work of the Trust to your doorstep”

Can You help?

The Worksop Local group has the following vacancies:

Chair 12 local group meeting per year
Chair three committee meetings per year
Co-ordinate the work of the Worksop Local Group

<
@o Lead a small but hard working and enthusiastic
0 committee

Co-ordinate the contributions to 3 newsletters per
year

Design and lay out the newsletter

For further information contact Chris on 01777 7078 88

Velunteers Wanted [For a Pone Clearing eay

Sunday the 13th April between 10 am and 4 pm

Bring Wellies, Lunch & Suitable Clothing
plus
Native Plants Suitable for Planting

Worksop Local Group Website: www.worksopnwt.org.uk
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Bob has been interested in insects for many years and started photography with a
Pracktica SLR — that takes you back a few years! He took us on a photographic journey
through all the various insect/invertebrate families, eg butterflies, moths,
he bees, wasps, spiders, flies, dragonflies, aphids, crickets, grasshoppers,
beetles, even hermit crabs, etc. All accompanied by superb close-up
photographs. Bob liked to illustrate a succession of events, such as the
southern hawker nymph going through all its development stages up to
its emergence as a fully fledged dragonfly. As Bob has spent many
hours finding and observing his subjects he gave us some fascinating
insights into the insect world. For example, he noticed that a wasp’s nest consisted of lots
of different colours because they had been getting wood from a variety of sources. He
showed a young dingy skipper butterfly that looked superb and then compared it with an
older one that looked totally ragged and lived up to its name.
The reason for the worn look was that the butterfly habitually
flies through one foot high long grass that abrades the
wings. He noticed an individual damselfly that had found a
way of taking spiders from their webs by grasping them in its
jaws and then flying backwards to pull them out. He noticed
that a small carnivorous empis fly was only allowed to mate
if he gave the female a present of a dead fly. However, if he
couldn’t find a convenient fly, he cheated by wrapping a small pebble in a cocoon of silk
and gave that to her instead. Not all Bob’s stories were serious — he described how he
spent ages creeping up to a hummingbird moth only to find that when he got in close that it
was dead! | think that everyone was enthralled with Bob’s photographic summary of the
insect world and impressed with his patience and beautiful photographs.
Don

For those of you that did not come to the quiz you missed a treat! We were divided into

four groups and were given tasks to do based on the activities done with the Redlands

Watch Group. Therefore we took part in the silhouette game (with or without the list of

answers but in the wrong order) where you had to identify the bird or animal from its shape
— not helped by the fact that they were not to scale — what
caused problems? Telling swifts from swallows and identifying
a house sparrow from its shape alone. We moved on to putting
pictures of nesting blackbirds in order, identifying plants and
insects from parts of pictures, word searches and how many
words can you make out of “hibernation” — the record was well

‘ over 100 — try it and see how many you can make. Finally we

had to make an object from toilet rolls etc (somehow this
reminded some of us of Blue Peter — | can’t think why) this task
resulted in a collection of insects, two large black beetles (using
the bin liner that the items had come in and so there was



nothing to put them in to take them home!) a magnificent whooper swan and the winning
owl in a nest box along with a pair of binoculars. A wonderful ‘team
building’ exercise which was enjoyed by all that took part. Mid way
through the evening we had pork pie and mince pies kindly provided
by Chris P and David and Joan. Ten pounds was also raised for the
Watch Group as we guessed how many peanuts there were in the
feeder.

Everyone said that it was a fun way to start the Christmas festivities
and thanks must go to Carol, Fran and Claire whose hard work
made the evening — no wonder the Watch Group is so popular.
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Charles Langtree, the head of Estate Management at NWT, provided us with an overview
of the progress of the proposed new reserve at Lound. This large
area stretching north from the River Idle at Retford up to
Neatholme Lane near Lound includes 316 hectares of SSSI. The
site is currently owned by Tarmac and has been subject to
quarrying for 40 years. This is to be a flagship site for the Trust, its
location serving a large potential catchment area in the East
Midlands, Yorkshire and Humberside. The aims are not just to
safeguard wildlife but include enhancing the quality of life in the
area, regeneration of this area, providing a diversity of landscape
and increasing tourism.

A key partner is North Notts College who are building a college at
the south of the area on a plateau above the flood plain. Whilst one end of the building is
solely for college use, other facilities are to be shared, in particular the cafeteria and the
car park. The entire cost of this facility is borne by the College. Charles talked in detall
about the ecological credentials of the building, which is being built from sustainable
materials, and of how the contractors have managed their
work, interrupting operations for the breeding season.

The current position regarding funding is that the initial
application to the Heritage Lottery Fund was refused but
after discussions this is being resubmitted. Negotiations to
acquire the land from Tarmac are still underway but are
hopefully nearing fruition. The NWT have agreed a
restoration plan and work is being carried out to create the
right levels for reedbeds. Soil bridges have been
constructed to divide areas. The building however will be built and operative before the
money is obtained to carry out a deal to purchase the site. This year we can look forward
to the NWT holding its AGM in Retford.
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Adrian introduced himself as an ornithologist, not a bird watcher, or a twitcher, or a

photographer. An ornithologist, for those who need clarification, is one who studies birds,
and Adrian has been doing this for a number of years, mainly, in the Lincolnshire area,



Scotland in the summer and occasionally in North Notts. His studies concentrate on owls
and birds of prey and include ringing each years new chicks along with education and
conservation work with local people.

A brief history of Dutch elm disease explained how the barn owl population declined and
putting up owl boxes began to increase the population again.

Our British owls consist of the Barn owl, Tawny owl, Little owl, long eared owl and the
Short eared owls. Adrian showed some lovely photos of these birds and explained size
and colour differences. We also saw photos of chicks and how each brood has chicks of
differing sizes in it. This is explained by the fact that each female lays one egg approx
every 36hrs, but starts to incubate them immediately. Hence a chick will hatch every
36hrs, in order. This is a survival tactic. If food is in short supply then the first born chick
will eat the next chicks born, a way of ensuring that at least one chick is reared. Not a nice
thought, but nature has a way of trying to survive. This tactic is true for the barn owl, which
has a very limited diet of mainly field voles.
Male birds are always smaller than the female. It is suggested this is because @
the male does most of the hunting and will feed the female while she
incubates the eggs and broods the young chicks.

Adrian explained the set aside and stewardship schemes, where land owners
and farmers are encouraged to have the boxes on their land and to set aside
areas of untouched land for prey. This has become very successful and increased owl
numbers.

Birds of prey, including the kestrel, sparrowhawk, merlin, hen harrier, hobby and peregrine
have become more adaptable to life with us and nests can be found in cities, motorway
overhead signs, and pylons. The nests are monitored the same as the owl boxes and birds
ringed for future reference. Some of the birds don’t make a good job of nest building and
are replaced with baskets, which enable more success with rearing chicks.

The talk finished with an explanation of different boxes and plenty of questions from the
audience.

A very enjoyable and interesting talk.

Birds

25™ November 07 & 12" January 08 A pair of hen harriers over the rough fields of Pit Hill
at Langold Country Park. Very good views of them quartering the ground. On the lake
plenty of activity with mute swans, canada geese, mallards, tufted ducks, gadwalls,
pochards, moorhens, coot, great-crested grebes and some very noisy black-headed gulls.
A linnet picking seeds from an old Epilobium at the lakeside.

24™ January at Daneshill Lakes a single male goosander. On the flooded fields a large
flock of great black-backed gulls and lapwings.

In late January and early February male & female siskins visited a garden at Carlton-in-
Lindrick to eat black sunflower seeds in the hanger and ground-up peanuts on the floor. In
February a male brambling also came in among chaffinches and was seen next day in
adjacent Carlton Wood. February also saw a female bullfinch and male and female
blackcaps in the garden and in the wood. Greenfinches made a brief reappearance after a
long absence. Much calling from great tits, long-tailed tits and coal tits, while the latter and
two robins seem to have paired up already. Collared doves bred early in the crab apple
tree and have already been plundered by magpies.

Fungi

There have been plenty of fungi this winter right through to February.

In December a visit to Sherwood Pines was successful and there was a good crop of the
photogenic small orange discs of the Eyelash Fungus, Scutellinia scutellatum on pine litter.
At Barrow Hills in January we discovered an uncommon Mycena, the purple-lilac Mycena
purpureofusca, on rotten pine wood, probably a first for Notts. Also on pine there the
striking creamy, waxy crust Phanerochaete velutina also uncommon.



In February at Cuckney Hay Wood there was a nice cluster of the milky coffee coloured
Big Smoky Bracket, Bjerkandera fumosa, on beech and smelling of aniseed. On a fallen
pine branch were the bright orange discs surrounded by white hairs of the Conifer Disco,
Lachnellula subtilissima. On a beech stump a group of the aptly named blackened Dead
Man’s Fingers, Xylaria polymorpha.

In February in our kitchen a Harlequin Ladybird emerged from hibernating. Several of
these are overwintering in the garage. Howard

January 08, Ranby, 30™, chaffinch, 1 singing, an early first, 17" mistle thrush, 1 singing,
daffodils and snowdrops in flower on the 23". Darfoulds 27" rough-legged buzzard,
probable sighting. Clumber Park 24™ great grey shrike (also seen on the 19" on Budby
Common), great spotted woodpecker drumming, single shelduck on the lake. Budby
Common 23" Raven seen. Chesterfield Canal, Retford 22" 150 golden plover, 1 pair
brambling, 30 red-legged partridge, 70 fieldfare, 3 redpoll, 1 pair siskin, little grebe, stoat
killed a large brown hare — about four times its size.

4™ Tuesday of the Month

All Day Walks
Details at the previous evening meeting
or

on www.worksopnwt.org.uk

This will be my last newsletter and | would like to thank all that have contributed both with
reports of meetings and sightings. You will see from the front page of the newsletter that |
will be resigning as chair at the AGM and so | wish my successor best wishes. The web
site will be looked after by Mark and so thanks must also go to Don for the many hours he
has putting in keeping the site up to date (and without the benefit of Broadband!). | am
leaving the group in the hands of a very talented and hardworking committee so if anyone
reading this would like to join them they will be made very welcome. Wishing you all the
best for the future

Chris
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Please send contributions to williamrmilne@waitrose.com
to be received by Friday 6™ June

Why not come to one of our events —

You will be made most welcome



Nottinghamshire
Wildlife Trust
Worksop Group

2008/2009 Programme

Meetings 3rd Tuesday at 7.30 pm

Further details on:
www.worksopnwt.org.uk

Secretary  Willie Milne 01909 472458
williamrmilne@waitrose.com

Treasurer Alvin Green 01909 476276

Head Office:
The Ragged School, Brook Street,
Sneinton, Nottingham NG1 1EA
Telephone 0115 958 8242
Reg Charity no 224168R

September 1 6th 2008

The History of Kruger National Park

Richard Harris

Stanley Street Sports & Social Club 7.30 pm

October 21st 2008
Celebrity Lecture

Food for Free
Patrick Harding

* % %

November 18th 2008

The History of Dukes Wood

Kevin Topham

Stanley Street Sports & Social Club 7.30 pm

December 16th 2008

Christmas Fun Quiz

Ruth & Sheila

Stanley Street Sports & Social Club 7.30 pm

May 20th 2008

Guided Walk round Gamston Wood

Rob Atkinson

Meet at Worksop Library Car Park 7.00 pm
or Gamston Wood at 7.30 pm

June 17th 2008

Anston Stones Wood Visit

Willie Milne

Meet at Worksop Library Car Park 7.00 pm
or at lay by on the A57 at 7.30 pm

July 15th 2008

Visit to Lady Lee Reserve

Chris Phipps

Meet at Worksop Library Car Park 7.00 pm
or the reserve car park at 7.30 pm

August 19th 2008

Langold Lake and Bats

Margaret Mantaj

Meet at Worksop Library Car Park 7.00 pm
or at entrance to Dyscarr Wood at 7.30 pm

January 20th 2009

The Captive Breeding Programme at
Twycross Zoo

Claire Oldham

Stanley Street Sports & Social Club 7.30 pm

February 17th 2009

Water Shrews

Steve Furness

Stanley Street Sports & Social Club 7.30 pm

Annual Dinner

March 17th 2009

Bees and Flowers

Chris and Margaret Edge

Stanley Street Sports & Social Club 7.30 pm

April 21st 2009

AGM

Bird Ringing — A Bird in the Hand

Dave Hazard

Stanley Street Sports & Social Club 7.30 pm

Non Members Always Welcome



